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12.05  DOG, CAT, AND FERRET  LICENSING AND REGULATIONS 
 

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL 
 
(1)  DEFINITIONS 
 
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have the 
meanings given, except where the context clearly indicates otherwise. 
 

(a)  Bite means to seize with teeth or jaws, so as to enter, wound, or pierce the 
skin. 
 
(b)  Cat means any member of the species Felis catus (the domestic cat), but not 
its wild progenitors.  

  
(c)  Dog means any member of the species Canis familiaris (the domestic dog), 
but not its wild progenitors. 

   
(d)  Ferret means any member of the species Mustela putorius (the domestic 
ferret), but not its wild progenitors.  

  
(e)  Isolation facility means a humane society shelter, veterinary hospital, or other 
place specified by the health department that is equipped with a pen or cage, 
which isolates the animal from contact with other animals.  
  
(f)  Licensable means a dog, cat, ferret or pot-bellied pig as defined in this section. 
   
(g).  Livestock means horses, donkeys, mules, cattle, swine (except pot-bellied 
pigs as defined in this section), bison, alpacas, llamas, goats, sheep, chickens, 
ducks, turkey, peacocks, ratites, or geese.  
  
(h)  Neutered means a licensable animal that has been spayed or castrated by 
surgical means.  
  
(i)  Owner means any person who keeps, harbors, controls or knowingly permits a 
licensable animal to remain on or about any premises occupied by that person.   
 
(j)  Potbellied pig means any member of the dwarf breed of pig known as 
Vietnamese potbellied pigs, but not members of any other breed of pig (  Sus 
scrofa)  , nor their wild progenitors.   
 
(l) Restricted animal means any member of the order Carnivora other than the 

dog, cat or ferret as defined above; any member of the order Artiodactyla 
(even toed hoofed mammals) other than the potbellied pig as defined above; 
any member of the order Perissodactyla (odd toed hoofed mammals); any 
member of the order Proboscidea (elephants); any member of the order 
Crocodilia; any nonhuman member of the order Primates; any venomous 
species of the class Reptilia; snakes over ten feet in total length; and any 
hybrid with a composition of 50 percent or greater of one or more such 
animals. 
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(m) Snake means any of a large variety of limbless reptiles having a scaly body, 

no eyelids, and a specialized swallowing apparatus. 
   
(n) Veterinarian means a practitioner of veterinary medicine who is duly licensed 

by a state veterinary examining board.  
  
(o) Farm or farmstead means a parcel that is used primarily for the raising of 

crops and/or livestock and which exceeds four (4) acres in size. 
  
(2)   ENFORCEMENT OF THIS CHAPTER 
 

The humane officer or designee or any police officer is authorized to enforce this 
section and under the direction of the Director of Public Safety may issue a 
citation for any violation, or an order prohibiting the keeping of any animal, fowl 
or bird which is deemed to be a safety/health hazard to the general public or 
prohibited under this section. 

 
(3)  PENALTY FOR VIOLATION OF THIS ORDINANCE 
 

Any person violating any provision of this section shall, upon conviction, forfeit 
not less than $10.00 or more than $400.00 per violation, plus applicable court 
costs and assessments. 

 
(4)  PAYMENTS OF FORFEITURE IN LIEU OF COURT APPEARANCE 
 

(a)  Any person charged with violating any provision of this section may pay the 
amount enumerated in subsections (b) and (c), plus applicable court costs and 
assessments as indicated on the citation, at the police department in lieu of a court 
appearance. Persons wishing to contest the violation(s) should follow the 
instructions on the citation. 
 
(b) The following violations may be paid for at the police department: 

 

VIOLATION BASE 
FORFEITURE 

Livestock and restricted animals prohibited  $100.00    

Failure to vaccinate  $100.00    

Failure to provide rabies certificate to clerk/deputy 
treasurer (veterinarians)  $100.00    

Tags required  $30.00    

Failure to report biting incident    $100.00    

Failure to quarantine    $200.00    

Cruelty to animals    $400.00    

Food, shelter and water    $200.00    
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Abandonment    $200.00    

Promoting animal fights, per animal present    $400.00    

Animal fight spectator    $400.00    

Fighting paraphernalia    $200.00    
 
(c)  Violations of any subsections other than those enumerated in (b) are subject to 
the following forfeitures, which may be paid, plus applicable court costs and 
assessments as indicated on the citation, at the police department: 

 
First offense . . . $ 50.00 
Second offense within 12 months . . . $100.00 
Third offense within 12 months of second offense . . . $400.00 

 
(5)  IMPOUNDMENT FOR VIOLATIONS 
 

(a)  Any humane officer, police officer or designee of the Village of Sturtevant 
may impound or seize any dog, cat, ferret or potbellied pig which does not have a 
valid license as evidenced by a valid certificate as provided by Article II of this 
section. 
 
b)  The release of any dog, cat, ferret or potbellied pig so impounded or seized 
may be obtained by payment of applicable fees. Such dog, cat, ferret or potbellied 
pig shall not be released until the owner presents proof that the dog, cat, ferret or 
potbellied pig is currently licensed, and presents evidence that the dog, cat or 
ferret is vaccinated against rabies in accordance with the requirements of this 
section. 

 
 

ARTICLE II. LICENSES AND PERMITS 
 
(1)   LICENSING OF DOGS, CATS, AND FERRETS 

 
(a)   The owner of any dog, cat or ferret more than 5 months of age on January 1 
of any year shall annually, at the time and in the manner provided by law for the 
payment of personal property taxes, pay his animal license tax and obtain a 
license therefore.  Proof of rabies inoculation shall be given before a license will 
be issued 
 
(b)  Upon receipt of the license fee, the Clerk/Deputy Treasurer shall deliver to 
such person a tag for each such license tax paid, which tag shall be furnished to 
the Clerk/Deputy Treasurer by the County Clerk.  A person owning, keeping or 
harboring any dog, cat or ferret shall affix and keep securely fastened to the collar 
of such dog, cat or ferret, the tag for which such license shall have been paid.  
Such license shall be in force for one calendar year (January through December) 
following the payment thereof and shall bear the year in which the license shall 
expire.  
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(c)   The dog, cat license fee shall be $25.00 for each animal, except that upon 
presentation of evidence showing that the animal is neutered, then the license fee 
for such animal shall be $15.00. The license fee for ferrets is $25.00 per animal. 
License fees are waived for service animals and animals owned by law 
enforcement agencies. 
 
(d)   No dog, cat or ferret license shall be issued unless the applicant presents a 
valid certificate of vaccination against rabies as described in Sec. 95.21, Wis. 
Stats.  

 
(2)   LICENSING OF POT BELLIED PIGS 
 

(a)   Any person who owns a potbellied pig which is or will become five months 
of age or older during any license year shall obtain a license for each such 
potbellied pig every license year by making application to the Village 
Clerk/Deputy Treasurer under the terms and conditions in this section. 
 
(b)   The potbellied pig license fee shall be $10.00 for each potbellied pig. 
 
(c)   No potbellied pig license shall be issued unless the applicant presents 
certification that the potbellied pig is neutered. 
 
(d)   No potbellied pig license shall be issued unless the applicant presents 
certification or evidence that the potbellied pig is not in excess of 22 inches in 
height and is not in excess of 100 pounds in weight. 

 
(3)   LICENSING EXPIRATION 

 
The license year under this article commences on January 1 and expires on 
December 31 of the year for which it was issued. 

 
(4)  LATE FEES 
 

The Village Clerk/Deputy Treasurer or other designated agency shall, in addition 
to the license fee provided for in this article, assess and collect a late fee of $10.00 
for every application for a license for a dog, cat, ferret or potbellied pig more than 
five months of age, unless such application is made prior to February 1 of any 
calendar year or unless such application is made within 30 days of acquiring 
ownership of a licensable dog, cat, ferret or potbellied pig, whichever is later. 

 
(5)  NUMBER OF LICENSABLE ANIMALS LIMITED 
 

(a)   The keeping of an unlimited number of licensable animals in the Village for a 
considerable period of time detracts from and, in many instances, is detrimental to 
the healthful and comfortable life for which such areas were created. The keeping 
of an unlimited number of licensable animals is, therefore, declared to be a public 
nuisance. 
 
(b)   It shall be unlawful to keep more than three licensable animals in a single-
family dwelling unit, except that each dwelling unit in a multiple-family unit shall 
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only be allowed two such animals per dwelling unit.  Said limits do not apply to 
owners/ occupants of parcels exceeding four (4) acres in size. 
 
(c)   Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (b), a litter of pups or kittens 
may be kept for a period of time not to exceed five months from birth. 
 
(d)   The provisions of this section shall not apply to any, pet shop, animal shelter, 
recognized rescue group, or veterinary clinic. 
 
(e)   Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (b), it shall be unlawful to keep 
more than one potbellied pig for each dwelling unit. 
 

 
(6)  LIVESTOCK AND RESTRICTED ANIMALS PROHIBITED 

 
(a)   No person shall keep or permit to be kept on his premises any livestock or 
restricted animals. 
 
(b)   This section shall not apply to zoological parks, farms or farmsteads, 
educational institutions, performing animal exhibitions, circuses, or rehabilitation 
programs permitted or licensed by the Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resources. 

 
(7)  SPECIAL PERMIT FOR KEEPING OF CERTAIN ANIMALS 
 

The keeping of animals otherwise prohibited by this section may be permitted by 
applying for a special permit from the Village Clerk/Deputy Treasurer. Two types 
of such permits are available. 

 
(a)   Exhibition, entertainment or demonstration permits.   
 

Such permits may be issued to permit circus performances, living nativity, 
pony rides, parades or other exhibitions or entertainment events. A fee of 
$5.00 per animal, up to a maximum of $50.00, shall be paid to the Village 
for the issuance of such permit.   

(b)   Individual ownership permit.   
   

1.   Individual ownership permits may be issued to applicants 
demonstrating knowledge of proper care and confinement of said animal. 

 
2.  Individual ownership permits are issued at the discretion of the humane 
officer or designee.  Individual ownership permits shall not be issued for 
venomous reptiles.  Individual ownership permits are issued subject to an 
inspection by the humane officer or designee or a veterinarian for the 
purpose of determining the premises and caging/enclosure for such animal 
are safe and secure for the animal as well as for the general public. 

 
3.  Applicants for individual ownership permits shall provide the Village 
with copies of any required applicable state or federal permits. 
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4.   A $25.00 nonrefundable inspection fee must accompany all 
applications.  The individual ownership permits fee is $25.00 per animal. 

 
5.  Individual ownership permits and inspection fees are valid from the 
date of issuance and expire on December 31 of the same year. 

 
6.   Individual ownership permits are only valid for the animal specifically 
listed on the application and are not transferable to another animal or 
another person. 

 
7.   Individual ownership permits holders shall notify the humane officer 
of change of address or location for the animal. 

 
8.   An owner of a restricted animal upon the effective date of this chapter 
will not be found in violation of the chapter as long as the owner applies 
for an individual ownership permit within 60 days after such date. Except 
in such cases, all individual ownership permits must be received before the 
applicant may bring the animal into the Village. In the case of snakes, the 
application must be submitted before the snake reaches ten feet in length, 
but not before the applicant’s acquisition of the snake. 

 
9.   All applicants for individual ownership permits must be at least 18 
years of age. 

 
10.   Applications may be denied because of, but not limited to, the 
following. 
 

a.   Providing false information on the application. 
 
b.   The enclosure for the animal is found to be unsafe for the 
animal and/or people. 
 
c.   The applicant has previously been found in violation of other 
provisions of this chapter. 

 
11.  The owner or custodian of any animal subject to or requiring an 
individual ownership permit shall pay all expenses incurred in case of 
escape of the animal. 

 
ARTICLE III.   RABIES CONTROL 

 
(1)  VACCINATION REQUIRED FOR DOGS, CATS, FERRETS 
 

The owner of a dog, cat or ferret shall have a licensed veterinarian vaccinate any 
such animal against rabies at no later than five months of age.  The owner shall 
have a licensed veterinarian revaccinate any such animal against rabies before the 
date any immunization expires, as stated on the certificate of vaccination or, if no 
expiration date is specified, within one year after the previous vaccination. 

 
(2)  CERTIFICATE AND TAG 
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A licensed veterinarian shall provide an appropriate certificate and tag for each 
dog, cat or ferret vaccinated.  The certificate shall include the owner’s name and 
address, the name, sex, neutered or unneutered, breed and color of the animal, 
date of the vaccination, tag number, type of vaccine administered, the 
manufacturer’s serial number, and the date that the immunization expires.  Rabies 
tags shall be numbered and include the year of issuance as well as the name, 
address, and telephone number of the issuing facility. 

 
(3)  DOGS, CATS, FERRETS TO WEAR LICENSE AND RABIES TAGS 
 

It shall be unlawful to own, harbor or keep any dog, cat or ferret which does not 
wear tags required by subsection (1) unless the dog, cat or ferret is securely 
confined on private premises or is participating in a sanctioned competition. 

 
(4)  PROOF OF VACCINATION AND LICENSING FOR DOGS, CATS AND        
FERRETS 
 

Owners of dogs, cats or ferrets must provide required rabies vaccination and 
licensing certificates upon request by personnel authorized to do so by the 
Village. 

 
(5)  EXEMPTION FROM VACCINATION 
 

Any dog, cat or ferret for which a veterinarian licensed by the state issues a 
certificate to the effect that the proposed vaccination will be harmful shall be 
exempt from the vaccination prescribed by this section. 
 

 
(6)  REPORT OF BITING INCIDENTS AND QUARANTINE 
 

(a)   Report of biting incidents.  Any person having knowledge or reason to 
believe that any dog, cat or ferret in the Village has bitten a person shall report 
within 24 hours, so far as is known, the name and address of the owner of the 
animal and circumstances of such bite.  Such report shall be made to the police 
department, which shall communicate this information to the health department.  
  
(b)   Quarantine of mammals.   
   

(1)   A mammal may be ordered quarantined by a police officer, humane 
officer, health officer or designee if the animal has bitten a person, or there 
is reason to believe that the animal has been exposed to a rabid animal or 
that the animal is infected with rabies.  Any animal that is ordered 
quarantined must be examined by a licensed veterinarian as soon as 
possible but no later than 24 hours or the next business day after the 
quarantine order is issued.  A licensed veterinarian must also examine the 
animal on the last day of quarantine and on one intervening day.  A 
licensed veterinarian may extend the quarantine period if clinical signs 
warrant.  If the observation period is not extended and the licensed 
veterinarian certifies that the animal has not exhibited any signs of rabies, 
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the animal may be released from quarantine at the end of the observation 
period. 
 
(2)   If a licensed veterinarian determines that an animal exhibits 
symptoms of rabies during the original or extended observation period, the 
veterinarian shall notify the owner and the health department, then the 
veterinarian or isolation facility shall humanely euthanize the animal in a 
manner which avoids damage to the animal’s head.  The specimen shall be 
shipped to the state laboratory of hygiene under refrigeration, but not 
frozen, for rabies examination.  If the animal is suspected to have bitten a 
person, the veterinarian shall notify the person, the health department, and 
the person’s physician prior to euthanizing the animal. 
 

(c)   Conditions of quarantine.     
 

(1)   Quarantine with current rabies vaccination:  If an animal is ordered to 
be quarantined because it has bitten a person and the animal has a current 
rabies vaccination as evidenced by a valid certificate of rabies vaccination, 
then the animal may be quarantined to the premises of the owner.  The 
animal must be examined by a licensed veterinarian as soon as possible 
but no later than 24 hours or the next business day after the quarantine 
order is issued.  A licensed veterinarian must also examine the animal on 
the last day of isolation and on one intervening day.  The signed certificate 
of veterinarian observation and release shall be provided to the health 
department no later than 24 hours or on the next business day after being 
released from quarantine.  The owner shall license the animal prior to 
release from quarantine.  The quarantine must be for a period of not less 
than ten days after the incident occurred. 
 
(2)   Quarantine without current rabies vaccination:  If an animal is 
ordered to be quarantined because it has bitten a person and the animal 
does not have a current rabies vaccination as evidenced by a valid 
certificate of rabies vaccination, then the animal must be quarantined at an 
isolation facility.  The animal must be examined by a licensed veterinarian 
as soon as possible but no later than 24 hours or the next business day 
after the quarantine order is issued.  A licensed veterinarian must also 
examine the animal on the last day of isolation and on one intervening 
day.  The signed certificate of veterinarian observation and release shall be 
provided to the health department no later than 24 hours or on the next 
business day after being released from quarantine.  Any animal held in an 
isolation facility must be vaccinated against rabies prior to releasing the 
animal to the owner.  The quarantine must be for a period of not less than 
ten days after the incident occurred.  It shall be the responsibility of the 
owner or custodian of the animal to pay all applicable fees associated with 
the quarantine, veterinarian’s examinations, vaccination and license prior 
to releasing the animal from the isolation facility. 
 

(d)   Noncompliance with quarantine order.  If the owner of the animal fails to 
quarantine the animal and/or fails to have the animal examined by a licensed 
veterinarian after biting a person, the animal may be seized by a police officer, 
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humane officer or Village designee and held until the quarantine time expires at a 
designated facility.  The owner or custodian of the animal shall pay all applicable 
fees associated with the quarantine, veterinarian’s examinations, vaccination and 
license prior to releasing the animal from the quarantine facility.    
 
(e)   Risk to animal health caused by exposure to potentially rabid animal.   

   
(1)   Nonvaccinated, exposed:  If a dog, cat or ferret is ordered to be 
quarantined because there is reason to believe that the animal has been 
exposed to a rabid animal, and if the dog, cat or ferret is not currently 
vaccinated against rabies, the custodian of an isolation facility or the 
owner shall keep the animal confined under conditions determined by the 
humane society or veterinarian for 180 days.  The owner shall report to the 
health department any unusual behavior or illness during the quarantine 
period and immediately bring the animal to a licensed veterinarian for 
examination.  The owner shall have the animal vaccinated against rabies 
between 155 and 165 days after the exposure to a rabid animal.  The 
owner shall have the option to euthanize the dog, cat or ferret and shall 
pay the fee for the service.   
 
(2)   Vaccinated, exposed:  If a dog, cat or ferret that has a current 
vaccination against rabies is ordered to be quarantined because there is 
reason to believe that the animal has been exposed to a rabid animal, the 
custodian of an isolation facility or the owner shall keep the animal 
confined under conditions determined by the humane society or 
veterinarian for 60 days.  The owner shall have the animal revaccinated by 
a licensed veterinarian against rabies as soon as possible after exposure to 
a rabid animal.  The owner shall report to the health department any 
unusual behavior or illness during the quarantine period and immediately 
bring the animal to a veterinarian for examination.  The owner shall have 
the option to euthanize the dog, cat or ferret and shall pay the fee for the 
service. 
   

(f)   Animal with potential to have rabies.  Whenever possible and authorized by 
the health department or designee, any bat, skunk, raccoon or other animal 
authorized by the health department that has bitten a person or had contact with a 
licensable animal shall be tested for rabies.  The animal shall be killed in a 
humane manner, avoiding damage to the head, and shipped to the state laboratory 
of hygiene under refrigeration, but not frozen, for rabies examination.   

 
(7)  RESPONSIBILITY FOR QUARANTINE AND LABORATORY EXPENSES 
 

The owner of an animal is responsible for any expenses incurred in connection 
with keeping the animal in an isolation facility, supervision and examination of 
the animal by a veterinarian, preparation of the carcass for laboratory examination 
and the fee for the laboratory examination.  If the owner is unknown, the Village 
is responsible for these expenses. 

 
(8)  COOPERATION OF THE VETERINARIAN 
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Any practicing veterinarian who is requested to be involved in the rabies control 
program by a Village officer is encourage to cooperate in a professional capacity 
with the health department, the laboratory of hygiene, the officer involved and, if 
the animal is suspected to have bitten a person, the person’s physician. 

 
ARTICLE IV.  CARE AND CONTROL 

 
(1)   KILLING AND INJURING BIRDS 
 

No person shall kill or injure any bird within the Village or throw stones, shoot at 
or use any implements with the intention of killing or injuring any bird within the 
Village. 

 
(2)  ANIMALS RUNNING AT LARGE; PENALTY 
 

(a)   Prohibited. No person who owns or is in possession of an animal shall permit 
such animal to run at large. “Run at large,” means the presence of the animal at 
any place except upon the property of the owner unless the animal: 

 
(1)   Is on a leash held by a person physically able to control the animal; or 
 
(2)   Is controlled and contained by a person physically able to control the 
animal; or 
 
(3)   Is on private property with permission of the owner of the property. 
 

(b)   Police officers or other persons designated by the Village may impound any 
animal found running at large.  If an impounded animal bears identification, such 
as a microchip or tag, the owner shall be notified.  Any impounded animal 
without a known owner shall be held for no less than seven days during which 
time the owner may reclaim or surrender the animal.  Any animal that has been 
held for seven days shall become the property of the impoundment facility at the 
starting time of the eighth day. 
 (c)   Any impounded animal may be euthanized upon determination that: 
 

(1)   The animal is hopelessly injured beyond any reasonable chance of 
recovery; or 
 
(2)   The animal poses an imminent threat to the public health or safety; or 
 
(3)   The animal poses an imminent threat to the health or safety of itself 
or its custodian. 
 

(d)   Any impounded animal to be euthanized shall be humanely destroyed. 
 
(e)   Any owner reclaiming an animal shall pay the normal and customary fees.  
 
(f)   Any owner reclaiming a dog, cat, or ferret must show proof of, or pre-pay for, 
a rabies vaccination and a Village license prior to release from the impoundment 
facility. 
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(g)   Any dog or cat found to be running at large for the first time shall be 
implanted with a microchip at the owner’s expense. 
 
(h)   Any dog or cat found to be running at large for the second time shall be 
neutered or spayed at the owner’s expense within 30 days of the second incident. 

 
(3)  BARKING DOG OR CRYING CAT COMPLAINTS 

 
It shall be unlawful for any person knowingly to keep or harbor any dog which 
habitually barks, howls or yelps, or any cat which habitually cries or howls to the 
great discomfort of the peace and quiet of the neighborhood, or in such manner as 
to disturb or annoy persons in the neighborhood who are of ordinary sensibilities. 
Any such dog or cat is hereby declared to be a public nuisance. 

  
(4)  ANIMAL HOUSING 

 
All animal pens, structures or confinement areas shall be structurally sound, 
maintained in good repair, and kept clean and reasonably dry without standing 
water, mud, feces or debris. 

 
(5)  ANIMAL CRUELTY, SAFETY AND ABANDONMENT 
 

(a)   No person shall willfully or maliciously inflict torture, beat, strike or abuse 
any animal, or by any act, omission or neglect, cause or inflict any unnecessary 
pain, suffering, injury or death to any animal, whether such animal belongs to 
such person or to another.  Reasonable force may be employed to drive away 
vicious or trespassing animals. 
 
(b)   No person in charge of any animal shall fail, refuse or neglect to provide 
such animal with food, potable water, shade or shelter, or to cruelly or 
unnecessarily expose any such animal to hot, stormy, cold or inclement weather. 
Shade means protection from the direct rays of the sun.  Shelter, as it applies to 
dogs, means a moisture proof structure of suitable size to accommodate the dog, 
made of durable material with a solid floor raised at least two inches from the 
ground and with the entrance covered by a flexible, windproof material.  Such 
structure shall be provided with a sufficient quantity of suitable bedding to 
provide insulation and protection against cold and dampness. 
 
(c)   No person shall leave any animal in or upon any vehicle unless the animal is 
tethered or otherwise restrained from protruding its head outside the interior or 
bed of the vehicle. 
 
(d)   No person shall transport any animal in or upon any moving vehicle unless 
the animal is tethered or otherwise restrained from protruding more than its head 
outside the interior or bed of the vehicle. 
 
(e)   No person may abandon any animal. Unwanted animals shall be surrendered 
to Countryside Humane Society. 
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(6)  INJURY TO PROPERTY BY ANIMALS 
 

It shall be unlawful for any person owning or possessing an animal to permit such 
animal to go upon any public or private lands or premises and break, bruise, tear 
up, crush or injure any property in any manner whatsoever without the permission 
of the owner of such premises. 

 
(7)  ANIMAL FECES 
 

(a)   It shall be unlawful to leave animal feces on public or private property except 
as provided in subsection (c). 
 
(b)   It shall be unlawful for any person to cause or permit a dog or cat to be on 
property, public or private, not owned or possessed by such person unless such 
person has in his immediate possession an appropriate device for scooping feces 
and an appropriate depository for the transmission of feces to a receptacle located 
upon property owned or possessed by such person.  This section shall not apply to 
a person who is visually or physically handicapped. 
 
(c)  Animal feces accumulations may remain on the owner’s property for 24 
hours, after which they must be collected, properly stored and disposed of as solid 
waste provided that this provision does not apply to farms or farmsteads.  Any 
accumulations of animal feces in excess of 24 hours shall constitute a human 
health hazard.  The Village health officer or designee shall take such steps to 
remediate any accumulation of feces in violation of this subsection as he or she 
deems necessary and appropriate, including, without limitation, the issuance of 
citations to the individual maintaining the condition.  Every day such condition 
remains shall constitute a separate offense. 

 
(8)  FEEDING ANIMALS 
 

(a)   It shall be unlawful for any person to feed any stray licensable animal. 
 
(b)   ”Feed,” as used in this subsection, means the offering, throwing, spreading 
and/or leaving of any food item that may be eaten by animals. 

 
(9)  CHAINING DOGS 
 

It shall be unlawful to keep a dog chained for longer than 12 hours in any 24-hour 
period.  A dog chain shall be no less than ten feet in length, shall be affixed to the 
dog’s collar or harness, and shall be attached in such a manner as not to allow the 
dog to trespass on public or private property.  In this subsection, the terms “chain” 
and “chaining” include any manner of restraint such as ropes, cables, or leashes. 

 
(10)  ANIMAL FIGHTING 
 

(a)   No person may intentionally instigate, promote, aid or abet, as a principal, 
agent or employee, a fight between the same or different kinds of animals, or 
intentionally maintain or allow any place to be used for fighting between the same 
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or different kinds of animals.  Each animal present at such a fight or place 
constitutes a separate violation of this section. 
 
(b)   No person may own, possess, keep or train any animal with the intent that the 
animal be engaged in an exhibition of fights.  Each animal owned, possessed, kept 
or trained constitutes a separate violation of this section. 
 
(c)   No person may intentionally be a spectator at a fight between the same or 
different kinds of animals. 
 
(d)   No person may possess or use any apparatus, paraphernalia, pit supplies, 
implements, programs, drugs, equipment or other animals used to train or 
condition animals to be aggressive. 

 
(11)   VICIOUS ANIMALS 
 

(a)   It shall be unlawful for any person to harbor or keep a vicious animal within 
the Village.  Any animal which is found off the premises of its owner may be 
seized by any police officer or humane officer and, upon establishment to the 
satisfaction of any court of competent jurisdiction of the vicious character of such 
animal, such animal may be killed by a police officer or humane officer; 
 

(1)   A licensable animal shall be deemed a “vicious animal” if: 
 

a.   When unprovoked, it bites or injures a human being or pet 
twice within a 12-month period; 
 
b.   When unprovoked, it attacks a human being or a pet three 
times within a 12-month period. “Attack” shall mean to confront in 
an aggressive and hostile manner such that a reasonable person 
would believe that there is an imminent threat of bite or injury to 
the human being or pet so confronted; 
 
c.   When unprovoked, it bites a human being or pet once and 
attacks a human being or pet twice within a 12-month period; or, 
 
d.   It has been trained or used for fighting against other animals. 
 

(2)   A licensable animal shall be deemed to have been provoked if: 
 

a.   It is teased, tormented, abused, or assaulted by a human being 
or another animal; 
 
b.   It is acting in defense of persons or property. “Defense of 
persons and property” includes incidents in which the human being 
attacked, bitten, or injured was, at the time of the incident, 
committing or attempting to commit a crime or violating or 
attempting to violate an ordinance which protects persons or 
property; and incidents in which the licensable animal is protecting 
or defending a person from attack or assault by another human 
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being or animal.  Any attack on a mail carrier or delivery person in 
performance of their duties is not a defense of persons or property. 
A licensable animal kept for the protection of property must be 
restrained by a leash or chain, cage, fence, or other adequate 
means, from contact with the general public or with persons who 
enter the premises with the actual or implied permission of the 
owner or occupant. 
 
c.   It is under the control of a law enforcement officer or a military 
service member, and acting in performance of its duties. 

 
(b)   Vicious animals may not be kept within the Village. Upon finding that an 
animal is vicious, its owner shall be required to remove the animal from the 
Village, or have the animal humanely destroyed.  The owner of a vicious animal 
must provide written documentation of the vicious animal’s location address, 
owner’s name and phone number or documentation from a licensed veterinarian 
verifying that the animal was humanely destroyed. 
 


